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Attack’ on student by SI takes a
political turn in Anakapalli district

The Hindu Bureau
ANAKAPALLI

The issue of a Sub-Inspec-
tor of Police allegedly man-
handling a student in a col-
lege campus is taking a
political turn in Anakapalli
district. Not just the college
management, student un-
ions, members of Jana Se-
na Party (JSP) have started
to stage protests demand-
ing suspension of the pol
ice officer.

It all started when LT
Minister Gudivada Amar-
nath had attended 116th
birth anniversary celebra-
tions of freedom fighter
and former Union Minister
Babu Jagjivan Ram near a
college at Nehru Chowk
area in Anakapalli Town.
During the programme,
one & student from the col-
lege located just beside the
junction had allegedly
raised slogan 'Jai Jana Se-
na'. Minutes later, a police
_l_ officer working with Ana-

kapalli Town limits had en-
tered the college and alleg-
edly manhandled the
student and also dragged
him after holding him by
the collar. Some of the
scenes were recorded on
CCTV cameras.

Soon after the incident,
one of the college manage-
ment members and YSRCP
leader Dadi Ratnakar came
to know about it and con-
demned the incident. Ad-
dressing the newsmen on
the same day, Mr. Ratnakar
said that the SI had entered
the college premises with-
out permission either from
the principal or the
management.

He also objected to his
behaviour with the stu-
dents. Principal and other
faculty of the college had
gone to Anakapalli Town
PS and submitted a repre-
sentation to DSP of Anaka-
palli (Town) Malla Mahesh
demanding suspension of
the SL

When media enquired

about the incident with Mr.
Amarnath during a pro-
gramime, he said that the SI
had not manhandled the
student, but had just
warned and counselled
him not to repeat such be-
haviour. The Minister said
that it is indecent beha-
viour from the students, as
at a time when they were
paying tributes to a leader,
the students had insulted
the freedom fighter by rais-
ing slogans of some polit-
cal party.
Meanwhile, members of
Jana Sena Party (JSP)
staged a protest condemn-
ing the incident at Gandhi
Statue near the GVMC of-
fice. The JSP leaders de-
manded that police take
action against Mr. Amar-
nath. They alleged that the
SI had acted at the behest
of the Minister.

Mr. Mahesh said that
they are conducting an in-
quiry into the incident.
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Vij cops book 218 ganja
peddlers in 3 months

WEEDING OUT THE GRASS

Spike In Ganja
Cases Post
Special Drive

Seikanth. Alurl
#timesgroup.com

Vijayawada: The muli-pro-
nged approach by Vilayvawa-
da ity polios in curbing g

L Jamenace resulted in sudden
i shike incases Asmany as 2

ganja peddlors hiave been bo-
aked by the city polioe in just
¢ three moenths which is more
¢ than the number of people
hooked inentive year of 2022
The data fram polie pre
senited] an Interesting pietu-
re, indicating that consump
tion has gone up Jocally De
spite the number of people
booked went up, the guantity
of garga setnad was only 30
per cent of what was selzed
It 2023 which indicates that
these peddlers are all dopen
dent on local consumens
This i= not anly the case of
Vimyawada but also the
other urban centres like Vi
sakhapatnamand Tirapat)
AP police launched a spe
clul onforcoment drive to
curb ganjs and drugs mena
o In mast affected districts
In almast all tho cases, polios
seloed small quantithes of
gangs that |8 mostly belng
used for Jocal consumption
The recent cases of MDMA
selaure in Vigvawada taew
up fresh chinllongoes to the po.
Lhew a8 Lhe addiction appears
10 e going from cotventio-
nal ganja to synthetic drugs.

Year No. of No. of No.of persoms  Ganja selzed
cases  acused arvestent (in k)
00 | 113 2 |2 S | 25«
2022 L] pAx] 185 615 B
03 | 1 218|167 19¢ |

» PO Act proceedings | > In just three months, police

Initiated against booked mare number of ganja
12 ganja peddiers in peddiers than the number of
NTR commiissionerate persans booked In entire year
fenits : of 202

» Proceedings » Peddlers from city
initiated against procuring ganja in small

20 peddiers to extemn quantities from Paderw, Chintapalli
them from Vijayawada | and other agency areas

In Krishna district, potl-
ce recently arrested 22 ganjo
poddlers infive policestation
fimits They ssized 40 kg gan.
Jaand3gmof MDMA Allthe
oceusad ore below 30 vears of
age and most of tsem ave in
thetr earty 208, O the 22 peo-
plo wrrested, six are B Toch
graduntes, two degreo stu-
dents and four completed
ITL The rost of them were
either engineering dropouts
or these who did not go for
highoer studies after schoal,

Earber the focus of poli-
ce was on transportation of
contraband and cases detec
ted werealsomainly those in
olving lntorstute transpor
tathon. But the cases that we-
redetected in recent times af-
e the Jaunch of special
enforcement drive polnt to
rise in Jocal consumption

o TOL the
NTR district poliee comumis-
stoner Kanthi Rana Tata saxd

they luene launched enforce
ment drive with multipeo-
nged spproach. “We have
entified most vulnerable
places for consumption of
ganjo In every police station
Linins have been cat-
ching the consumers from
theso places. We nro collec
ting the information of pedd-
fers from these consumers
ond finally the suppliers wit-
hout Jeaving anyone in the
network™ hesaid.

Rana added they have
lunched awareness drives
ot colleges to educste sty
donts on the 11 effects of gan.
Ja consumpition. The consu
mers are mostly vagabonids
and small-time workers asd

“Though the percentage of
students umonyg consuumners
15 very dow we are taking ex-
tra care 1o Xeep colbege cam-
puses drugs free.” sald Rana.
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E-monitoring roads: unpaid
fines driving govt. rethink

NEW DELHI

Four years after the intro-
duction of a law enabling
the electronic monitoring
of roads and highways to
prevent fatalities and acci-
dents, the government in
the Supreme Court is ac-
cepting that its implemen-
tation has potholes which
One of the blind spots in
the implementation of Sec-
tion 136A (electronic moni-
toring and enforcement of
road safety) of the Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988 is inte-
gral to its success and sur-
vival — to make sure that
errant vehicle owners pay
the traffic fines issued
through e-challans.
Statistics presented be-
fare a Bench led by Chief
Justice of India DY. Chan-
drachud on Thursday
showed that only a minis-
cule 7.61% of drivers who
were issued challans elec-
tronically have bothered to
pay the fine in the past four
years till March 10, 2023. A
total 3.98 crore e-challans
were issued in this period
in smart cities across the
country. These challans
were worth a total of
¥3,877.36 crore in fines for
various traffic offences.

Whopping number: The ‘unrealised’ amaunt of traflic fines ssued
through e-challans is 33 582.1 crore. FILE PHOTD

However, the authori-
ties have only been able to
collect ¥295.26 crore.

The “unrealised”

amount of traffic ines is-
sued through e-challans re-
mains a whopping ¥3,582.1
crare.
“The impact of the en-
tire exercise of electronic
monitoring and e-challans
stands substantially re-
duced by considerably less
recovery of e-challan
amounts, which was in fact
intended to deter wehicle
owners from committing
traffic rule violations," peti-
tioner Kishan Chand Jain
has submitted.

The government seems
to have geared towards ac-
tion now, as per a report
filed by the Supreme Court

Committee on Road Safety
through amicus curiae
Gaurav Agrawal.

Detailed guidelines

The report said the Road
Ministry has, in several
meetings held with the
apex court committee, in-
dicated that it would take
up the “exercise of standar-
disation and bring out de-
tailed guidelines to inte-
grate  software  and
hardware with
e-vahan/e-challan".

The case before the
apex court had also pro-
posed evolving a ‘one na-
tion-one challan system'
with a view to integrate the
inter-State systems to effec-
tively e-challan inter-State
motor vehicles.
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