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rewards for sharing
info on drug peddlers

People can share tips by dialling 8712692102: DRDA officials instructed

1o use the SHG network to keep an eye on ganja consumers

The Hindu Bureau
AMALAPURAM

onaseema district

Collector Himan-

shu Shukla on
April 6 (Thursday) an-
nounced that people who
shared information about
drug peddlers in the dis-
trict would get a reward of
¥50,000.

The Collector also an-
nounced a reward of
10,000 for sharing tip-offs
on ganja consumers. “Peo-
ple can share information
about drug peddlers by
dialling the phone number
8712692102. The identities
of the informants will be
kept confidential,” the Col-
lector said.

Addressing a meeting
organised by the District
Coordination Committee
on Prevention of Drugs
Consumption here, Mr.
Shukla appealed to the Dis-

Konaseemns Collector Himanshu Shukla and SP Ch. Sudheser Kumnar
Reddy at the District Coordination Committee meeting on
prevention of drugs corsumption, Amalapuram on Thursday.

trict Rural Development
Authority (DRDA) to use
the network of Self Help
Groups (SHG) to keep an
eye on the consumers of
Zanja

De-addiction Centres
“Konaseema district has
one de-addiction centre at
Amalapuram. Plans are
afoot to set up similar facil-
ities in every mandal head-
quarters,” said the Collec-

tor. The police, education
and health departments
have been instructed to
keep an eye on educational
institutes, bus services and
hostels.

participating in  the
meeting, Superintendent
of Police Ch. Sudheer Ku-
mar Reddy sought support
from all government de-
partments to prevent the
transportation, sale and
consumption of ganja.
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After 16 years, special
court acquits accused in
Vakapalli gang-rape case

The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

The Judge of XI Additional
District and Sessions
Judge-cum-Special  Court
under the SC & ST (PoA)
Act, which is hearing the
Vakapalli gang-rape case,
has acquitted all the 13
accused.

here on Thursday, the
Judge said that the accused
were not found guilty for
the offences under [PC
Section 376 (2)(g) of Sec-
tion 3 (2) (v) of the SC and
ST (POA) Act of 1989,

The Judge also said that
the bail bonds stand can-
celled after expiry of ap-
peal time, and the case
property, if any, was or-
dered to be destroyed after
the appeal time.

Action against 10

However, the Judge or-
dered that Sivananda Red-
dy, one of the Investigating
Officers in the case, be re-
ferred to the Apex Commit-
tee constituted by the Go-
vernment of Andhra
Pradesh for taking action

Investigation Officers
fafled to prove the
accused guilty, the
court savs, and
directs that the nine
victims be paid
compensation

“for his failure to conduct
proper investigation.”
The Court held that the
acquittal was primarily be-
cause of the failure of the
two Investigating Officers,
including B. Ananda Rao
(who & now deceased).
The Judge also said that
since the accused were ac-
quitted due to failure of the
10s, the nine victims be en-
titled for compensation
and the District Legal Ser-
vices Authority was direct-
ed to decide the quantum
ofcunpensaﬁonalterdue
inquiry and pay the same
as damages due to their
victimisation of sexual as-
sault and other crimes
since 2007,
Eleven tribal women be-
longing to Vakapalli had al-
leged that the Special Party
of the A.P. Police came to

their village and raped
them on August 20, 2007.
The case was being fought
by nine of the 11 surviving
victims.

After sustained effort by
the victims, the Supreme
Court, in August 2017, had
ordered that the case be
heard by a Special Court
constituted under the SC &
ST (Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act in
Visakhapatnam.

Landmark
judgment: HRF

In a press release, Human
Rights Forum (HRF) mem-
bers said it was a landmark
judgment and a major vic-
tory for the women of Va-
kapalli as they stood stead-
fast in their demand for
justice.

Despite being illiterate
in more ways than one,
they never gave up their
struggle, bravely faced hu-
miliation, subjected them-
selves to stTenuous cross
examination in a language
that was alien to them, and
patiently waited for justice
all these years, said Mr. V.S
Krishna of the HRF.




15 years on, 13 cops acquitted
in Vakapalli ‘gang rape’ case

Special SC/ST
Court Blames
Shoddy Probe

Nalla,Babu
@timesgroup.com

Visakhapatnam: Shoddy
work by investigation offi-
cers hasled to the acquittal of
all 13 policemen who were ac-
cused of gang raping 11 tribal
women at gunpoint in 2007 in
Andhra Pradesh's G Madu-
gula mandal. The policemen
were combing the forests of
Vakapalll village as part of
anti-Naxal operations on Au-
gust 20, 2007 when the alleged
gang rapes took place. spar-
king nationwide outrage.
While acquitting the poli-

CASE TIMELINE September | » Twoof the
2017 | sCorders | 11 victims
August 20, 2007 | A special team of 21 policemen, on trial to be expedit- | died due toill
combing operation in Vakapalli village under G Madugula edand conclude | health before
mandal of ASR district (erstwhile Visakha district), accused within 6 months | trial started
of raping 11 tribal women
» Paderu police register a case | » Victims file protest petition Hnmmﬁﬁlﬁmw
for offences under various against Vizag police before test on 13 accused police personnel
sections of SC/ST Act, 1989 Paderu magistrate stating
> Viag oo condct st | PPSVIRGOTHIRIRL | February 201 | pecser,
gation, file report stating there . case, before all proceedings stop
were no injury marks on the » AP high court orders CID due to Covid-19
victims and they were unable to
March 2022 | Trial commenc-

April 2012 | High
court orde al
against 13 po
men, quash ¢
against 8

August
2012 |

13 policemen
mov )
preme Court

vulnerable

vestigation officer and orde-
red that compensation be pa-

tribal group”.
Two of the 11 women died du-

s, special court examines over
witnesses

April 6, 2023 | over
15 years after the alleged
gang rape, court acquits all

13 police personnel

Although the rapes were
reported in 2007, the trial did

cemen, aspecial SC/ST court
at Visakhapatnam recom-

mendedactionagainstthein-  recognised

id to the women, who belong-
ed to Kondhs community,

as “particularly

ringwhatisoneof the longest
trials against policemen in
Andhra Pradesh.

not begin till 2018,

»Continued on P3

Accused had all along claimed
women lodged false complaint

»FromP1
71 the women had toappro-
1 ach Andhra Pradesh
highcourtandlaterthe
Supreme Court to ensure
that the trial begins.

The special court said the
police also did not produce
documents the judge sought,
The judge directed that M Si-
vananda Reddy (an inspec-
tor who has since retived),
whowasoneof the investiga-
ting officers inthecase, bere-
ferred to the state's apex
committee for taking action,
The state had constituted the
committee headed by the ho-
me secretary to monitor fai-
lure by investigation officers
rape cases

The court also said that
another investigation offi-
cer, B Ananda Rao, failed to
do prompt and proper inves.
tigation, but did not seek any
action against him as he has
since passed away.

The accused had all along
denied their involvement in
the crime, alleging that the
women had lodged a false
complaint under the influen-

ce of Maoists, The women in
their complaint alleged that
they were gang raped by 21
personnel of the APSP but
eightof them were earlier fo-
und not guilty.

After human rights gro-
ups took up the cause, the Pa-
deru police registered a case.
Visakhapatnamdistrict poli-
ce initially filed a report be-
fore the magistrate stating
that there were no injuries
on the women and that they
were unable to identify the
men, who had allegedly ra-
ped them, The police conclu-
ded that the charge was wit-
hout evidence and that the
case be closed,

The women then filed a
protest petition before the

aderu magistrate stating
that the rape was committed
atgun point. On a petition fi-
led by AP Girijan Samakhya
forafairand impartial inves-
tigation, the Andhra Pra.
desh high court ordered a
CID investigation,

The accused policemen
then obtained a stay on furt-
her proceedings. The case
was initially taken up by pro-

minent human rights advo-
cate K Balagopal before his
demise in 2009. In April 2012,
the high court ordered that
the trial should commence
against 13 policemen and al-
lowed the quash petition of
eight other policemen.

In August 2012, the accu-
sed moved the Supreme Co-
urt to have the case quashed.
In September 2017, the apex
courtordered that thetrial in
Vakapalli case be expedited
and concluded within six
monthsafter which it washe-
ard by the special court,

Since the accused were
acguitted due to failure in in-
vestigation, the court asked
the District Legal Services
Authority todecide the guan-
tum of compensation to the
women. “The judgment is a
major victory for the women
of Vakapalli. They stood ste-
adfast in their demand for
justice. Despite being illite-
rate in more ways than one,
they never gave up their
struggle,” said Y Rajesh of
Human  Rights Forum,
which hadstood for the cause
of the women.
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