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International police op
busts dark web market

London: International law
enforcement agencies have
seized a sprawling dark web
marketplace popular with cy-
bercriminals, Britain's Na-
tional Crime Agency (NCA)
said on Wednesday, inamulti-
national crackdown dubbed
‘Operation Cookie Monster'.
A banner plastered across
Genesis Market's site late on
Tuesday sald domains belong-
ing to the organisation had be-
en seized by the FBL Logos of
other European, Canadian,
and Australian police organi-
sations were also emblazoned
across the site, along with that
of cybersecurity firm Qintel.
The NCA estimated that
the service hosted about 80
million credentials and digital
fingerprints stolen from over
two million people. It said 17
countries were involved in the

operation, led by the FBI and
Dutch National Policeand had
resulted in120arrests, over 200
searches and almost 100 pieces
of “preventative activity”.
Genesis was specialised in
the sale of digital products, es-
pecially “browser fingerprin.
ts” harvested from computers
infected with malicious soft-
ware, said Louise Ferrett, an
analyst. Because those finger-
prints often include credenti-
als, cookies, internet protocol
addresses and other details,
they can be used to bypass an-
ti-fraud solutions such as mul-
ti-factor authentication or de-
vice fingerprinting, she said.
The site had been active si-
nee 2018, The NCA said Gene-
sis had operated by selling cre-
dentials from $0.7 to hundreds
of dollars depending on the
stolen data available. reurers
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Information Commission
tells CRPF to share inquiry
report on T.N. officer’s death

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAIL

In a rare order, the Central
Information Commission
(CIC) has overruled the de-
cision of the Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF)
claiming exemption from
_ disclosure of information

sought under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act,
2005. The panel has direct-
ed the Chief Public Infor-
mation Officer (CPIO) to
share details of the Court
of Inquiry constituted to
investigate the circum-
stances that led to the
death of Assistant Com-
mandant M. Arvind on Au-
gust 23, 2019.

The case pertains to the
death of Arvind (33), from
Coimbatore, who served as
Assistant Commandant,
40ch BN, Anantnag, Kash-
mir.

The officer allegedly
killed himself on the night
of August 23, 2019 at his re-
silence. Dismissing re-
ports that the alleged sui-
cide was triggered by poor
living conditions, the CRPF
had issued a statement that
there was no foul play, and
initial inquiry had pointed
to marital problems.

M. Arvind

Arvind's father, K.S. Ma-
ni, wrote to the CRPF auth-
orities seeking certain de-
tails of the Court of
Inquiry. However, the CPIO
replied that security forces
such as the CRPF, were ex-
empted from providing in-
formation, except details
related to allegations of
corruption or violation of
human rights under Sec-
tion 24(1) of the RTI Act.

Agerieved over the res-
ponse of the CPIO and the
first appellate authority,
the petitioner moved the
CIC for refief. He partici-
pated in the hearing along
with his daughter Anitha
who stated that the matter
involved violation of hu-
man rights as her brother
died under suspicious cir-
cumstances.

CRPF counsel Aijaz

cdpated in the hearing,
contended that the matter
was under investigation.
He said a copy of the gener-
al diary, death certificate of
the appellant’s son, post-
mortem report, and the
Court of Inquiry’s final or-
der had already been pro-
vided to the appellant. Ho-
wever, the complete Court
of Inquiry proceeding was
not disclosed since it was a
restricted document.

Passing orders in the
Commissioner, Y.K. Sinha
said: “In view of the perso-
nal loss suffered by the ap-
pellant due to the demise
of his son, the rights of the
next of the kin and the alle-
gations made by him dur-
ing the hearing, the Com-
mission finds this as a fit
case for allowing disclo-
sure of information invok-
ing the proviso to Section
24(1) regarding allegation
of violation of human
rights

Those who require assis-
tance for overcoming suici-
dal thoughts may contact
the Tamil Nadu State Hel-
pline Number 104 or Aasra
02227546669 or the Van-
drevala Foundation
18602662345,
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