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Formulate monthly action
plan to tackle narcotics issue,
Collector tells officials

‘Conduct awareness campaigns in schools and colleges. Mandal-Hdevel committees
should be appointed. Take strict action against those selling drugs’

The Hindu Bureau Police S. Gowthami and of-  toll-free number 14500 to  especially to minors, he
ANAKAPALLI ficials from departments contact in case students said.

istrict Collector P.

Ravi Subhash has

asked the officials
1o formulate a monthly ac-
tion plan to tackie narcotic
drugs issue.

He said that focus
should be laid on transpor-
tation, production and sale
of drugs.

He conducted a meeting
to discuss the action plan
with Superintendent of

concerned  here
Monday.

Mr. Ravi Subhash has
asked the officials to con-
duct awareness campaigns
in schools, colleges and
other educational institu-
tions on the consequences
of using narcotic drugs.

He said that every edu-
cational institution should
display hoardings and flex-
Is to create awareness
about the drugs and also

on

come across such cases.
Mandal-level committees
should be appointed in the
district, he said.

The Collector also
sought involvement of
NGOs in the fight against
drugs

He has also asked the
police to identify shops
selling such drugs. Strict
action should be taken
against those who are
found selling these drugs,

Ms. Gowthami ex-
plained about the steps be-
ing taken by the district
police to tackle narcotic
drugs issue in the district.
She said that all the ganja
saplings in the district
were already destroyed.

Joint Commissioner
(Customs), Mohammed
Ali, officials from the
Health Department, RTC,
revenue, DSPs and others
were present.
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Krishna cops arrest 22 men for smuggling ganja

Madhu.Rasala@timesgroup.com

Vijayawada: Krishna dis-
trict police arrested 22 men
onchargesof smuggling gan-
ja from various parts of the
district, Police seized 40 kg
ganja, 3grams of MDMA and
16 mobile phones from their
possession,
Accordingtopolice,seven
persons were arrested in Ma-
chilipatnam, six in Gudlaval-
leru, three in Gudury, two in
Atkuru and two in Penama-

Au the arrested persons
are below 30 years of age and
have professional educatio-
nal qualifications—six of
them are BTech graduates
and four have ITI diplomas.
Others are intermediate and
degree students.

Krishna district SP P Jos-
hua presented all the arres-
ted men before the media ina
press conference held at the
SP's office in Machilipatnam
on Monday.

Joshua said police will
crack down on illegal trans-
port and sale of ganja, drugs
and narcotics.

He also said that police
are offering counselling to
ganja smugglers, peddlers
and consumers after taking
them into custody. Due to in-
creasing incidents of ganja
smuggling in the district, po-
lice are conducting raids in
allpolicestation limits, hesa-
id. These persons were in re-
gular contact over phone

through Android apps, he sa- ;
id. Parents should know abo-
ut their children’s habitsand
keep them under control, he :
suggested. If anyone was fo-
und in the possession of !
drugs and ganja, the punish-
ment can be up to 10 years in :
Jall, the cop warned. :
He said if smuggling ca- |
ses were registered repeated-
ly. then the police would invo-
ke Preventive Detention (PD)
Act on those who are invol-
ved.
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