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Fast-track spl courts hit
speed bump in Andhra

Pendency Jumps To More Than Double Of Nat'l Avg

Selkanth Alurl
@timesgroup.com

Vijayawada: Fast-track spe
cial courts (FT'SC), set up
across the country to tackle
mostly the cases of rape and
those under Protection of
Children from Sexual Offen
ces (Pocso) Act, are not fast
enough in Andhra Pradesh.
Data given by the Union

law ministry to Parliament |

shows that the growth in pen-
dency of cases in FTSCs
across the country is pegged

at 40% over the last three yveo |

ars. In Andhra Pradesh pen-
doncy has spikod by 84%.,

The number of pending
cases before FTSCs in the ye
ar 2020 stood at 3,980 in the
state. This rose to 7,328 by the
end of 2022

A senjor official of the
Andhra Pradesh high court
sald that the state govern-
ment has set up regular co-
urts for disposal of Pocso ca-
ses and the data glven in Par
liament might not give a
complete picture of the dis-
posal. Nevertheless, the fact

DATA SHARED

BY LAW MIN

> Total cases pending before | > Union government
FTSCs across the country proposed to set up L023
in 2020 | 1,58,843 across the country
> Pending & :muiy?ﬁ:‘mmnﬁm
caseslo 027 gt ey
198,208 : >

kssre ln X L7 exclusively for POCSO cases
> Pendency in FTSCs » Andhra Pradesh drafted
has gone up by 80% across | 5 specia] fegisiation - Disha
S canyy Act — after Hyderabad gang
> Pendency before = | rape incident for disposal
FTSCsgone up by 84% _— | of sexual offences against
In Andhra Pradesh = women within seven days
> FTSCs are mandated to » The legislation is yet

| dispase 168 cases annually to see the light as the
> A time limit of two months :mwm;m!mm
each for investigation and roved It owing to
trial Is prescribed under conflicts with the provisions
Pocso Act of CrPC

remainsthatthe pendencyol  and rape cases.

cases before the functional
FTCSs has shot up to more
than double the national av-
erge

Data shows that Andhra
Pradesh had 14 FTSCs by the
end of 2022. The state also set
up 13 regular courts for Pocso

Sources in Andhra Pra-
desh high court said that dis-
posal took a hit in 2020 and
2021 beeause of Covid19 pan-
demic, but It Is now back on
track.

» Continued on P4

]

Victims turn hostile over delay in
trial and compensation payment

PFromP1

Union government also
suggests that the num-
ber of cases have gone up
from 296 in 2021to1,511in 2022,
N Rammohan from NGO
Help, who is working for reha-
bilitation of trafficked wo-
men and vietims of sexual of-
fences, said that though the
law mandates to complete in-
vestigation and trial in a ti-
me-bound manner, it is not
happening on the ground.

In several cases, delays in
trial and paying compensa-
tion, has led to victims tur-
ning hostile and the cases go-
ing into cold storage. “It isthe

'—lﬂhe data glven by the

responsibility of the prosecu-
tionto produce witnesses and
victims promptly following
theschedulegiven by the trial
court,

In the absence of coordi-
nation between investigators
and prosecution, courts are
often becoming helpless in
disposal of cases,” he said.

While the number of ca-
ses pending before the FTSCs
in 2021 stood at 5,483, victims
recelved compensation from
the women and child welfare
department in only 52 cases.

As many as 381 applica-
tions are pending with the go-
vernment for compensation
while many other victims do
not even know about their le.

gal entitlements, said Ram-
mohan. Already traumatised
victims often compromise
with the accused for their fa-
mily esteem and skip appea-
rances in courts, he observed.

Advocate Sunkara Ra-
jendra Prasad observed that
in a majority of the cases un-
der Pocso Act, theaccusedare
either relatives or acquain-
tances of survivors,

In such cases, vietims and
witnesses turn hostile by the
time the casereachesthe trial
stage. Another reason for
pendency beforespecial POC-
SOcourtsisfailureof the pro-
secution to produce witnes-
ses in court in accordance
with the schedule, he said.
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